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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


This Preliminary Amendment is submitted in response to an office action 
dated December 9, 1998, in which the Examiner requested that Applicants elect a single disclosed 
polypeptide species for prosecution in this application. Applicants also respectfully request that 
the following amendments be entered. 


In The Claims: 


Please amend the claims as follows 


Please cancel claimz without prejudice. 


Hi 


4 . (Amended) A purified and isolated protein encoded by a gene sequence 
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